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4f 4^ Mr. ^WK:T--^^,>'mtbesKetrcaf 

XXV. A Ldter on the Retreat pf'Houfi-^'maflo'ws mWintgr^ 
■frodtbt SfOTf^arw/^/!* Samuei; Dextbe, Bfy-^.to the H^ 
mte^Sle jA.iJtfJBS BowDoi'N, m'q^Pref.A.A. 

'Dedbam, jfoiie -3., 1 783, 

MONG mof 6 Iftii>6rtMit " Wttcfces of Mtttral hiftdryt, 
. widd Whicfi yoti afe c6ri;¥efi"ant,' es-t*ith&!<5^ ca»ry5>t have 
i^icaped'your nxjtict. 

I^now it has been a proBIem iai*rt3n^'*iatufalilft«, v^hctfee^ 
certain fpecies of birds emigrate in autuhi-'n to dtftaht coentries, 
and return in the fpring, or remain with i^s flaring the winter, 
in a torpid ftate ; and -that the forttier opinion has general^ 
|)revailed. When,: therefore, i acquaint yoti that l^avc adopt- 
ed the latter, with fefped to, the houfe-fwdih'm, you will juftly 
exped that I give you fubftantial reafons for differing from fo 
many who have maintained the contrary. 

The late Judge Fojier, of Brookfield, a year or two before 
:his death, affured me, that he faw a certain pond drained, about 
the feafon of the year when the fvrallows firft appear. The 
bufinefs being effe<5ted, and the weather fair and warm, he, 
with feveral others, pbferved a rippling motion in many parts of 
the emptied hollow j which, on a. near infpejStion, they found 
to be occafioned by a multitade of iwaillows, endeavouring to 
difengage themfelves from the inud, which was fcarcely cover- 
ed by the fhallow remains of water. 

I fhall now mention fome other fa<9:s, which render it pro- 
bable, that this fort of fwallows fink into ponds and rivers, in 
;the fall of the year, and lie there, benumbed and motionlefs, 
jUntil the return of fpring. 
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You fanow. Sir, thatmyhoufe is near a large river. This 
liver is, in many parts, (hallow, and has a muddy bottonj. A 
-fetraer neighbour ^f mine, a plain, honeft and fenfible man, 
tt&WJdcc^Ued, who lived ftill nearer to the river, ufed frequent- 
ly ta lay to me, as the warm weather came on in the ipring, 
"** it is'almoft time for the fwallows to came out of the mud, 
where they have lain all winter." On my calling his philofo- 
Hphy, once and again, in queftion, and f^ing, as I forrnerly be- 

■ Iteved, that doubtlefs they were birds of palTage, he has re- 
il^tedly/afluFed me, he had, in the autumn of many ycarsjieen 
.gieat nunibers^'of them, on one day, only in each year, >and;near- 
'4j^;?ibout, but not always on th© fiime day ofthe month, fitting 
■<m the willow bufhes, (which, by the way, they ;are hot wont 
-torooft upon at other times) on the borders of the riVer, aJittle 
■after-foflfet :— 'That they leemed as if- their torpitudc: had. al- 
ready begun, as they would not flir from the twigs, nvhich, 
by the we-ight of the fwallov^'s, were bent jdownalmioil to the 

■ -water j-^and- ;that -although he hadinisv-er :feen :them iink into it, 
yet'he had -Wfiked till it -was fo i dark tiiat he ■ oould Jiot difcern 
them <at -all '}-aadd<iHibt«diiHotof;tfeiSir' ifnsnsrficm- .any.more rthan 
if he hafd-feeefl a witaifs of it j -for'he-ladonever aabfetved any 

nflying about-sfterwards, till the cetum-of fpcbig. He added, 
ictfealtiif»as ii£ri#ihed,i.wouJH caEefxiIly.looksait.&r;didr.,B^^ 
redlion, hebelieiisad itwotMntiGtbeinrKain. ,rH?Ihid,;JhE ^jd, . 
often taken notke' that only- a:-iew appeared lat firft, and the. 
main b@dy in abottit-ajweeik-arter.' . 

-'ifVtfhteivghi paid»£t-tle regard to it for fome years, yet I fol- 
lowed his advice at length, and watched for their appearances^ 
feveral feafons, as carefully as I could. I have not indeed beheld . 
them rifmg^out of the vsater.j'^et I and my family have, in 
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more years than one, feen, at the proper time in the fpfing, 
very large flocks of them, in my own, and in my neighbour's 
land, fo near the margin of the river, that', from that circum- 
ftance, the appearance of their feathers, and their being unable 
to life their wings as at other times, we concluded they were 
newly emerged from the water. When they attempted to fly, 
they could not reach above eight or ten yards before they fettled 
to the ground, and then might be drove ^bout like chickens. 
They appeared unwilling to be difturbed j and, if not fright- 
ened by fome noife or motion, would clufler together, feeming 
to want to reft tliemfelves, as if feeble, or fatigued. — They 
were not entirely recovered from their ftupor, — there wasavifcous 
fitbftance on and about their wings, — or they were too weak to 
fly away. We had feen none in thofe years before ; but in each 
of them, after. a. day or two, they were flying about as ufual in 
furnmec 

fn addition to the foregoing, I can aflure you, on the mdft 
credible teftimony, that there have been more inflrances than one 
of a pickerel's being caught In this river, at the leafon of the 
coming of fwallows, with one of thofe birds in ite belly. 

I may pofljbly overrate thefe difcoveri^, yet, as I cannot over- 
rate your candour, I hope to lofe no credit by oommunicating 
them to an old and faithful friend, who, though he fhould not 
be informed, may poflibly be amufed by them. 
I am, with the fincereft efteem. 

Sir, your moft obedient fervant. 

SAMUEL DEXTER. 






